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2016 will likely be remembered as an important year for both the United 
Kingdom and the world, dominated by a number of high-pro�le events which 
could shape the next decade of politics and economics.

Globally, the year was de�ned most prominently by a sharp increase in 
nationalist and populist rhetoric in a number of developed countries. In the 
UK, citizens voted to leave the European Union (EU), effectively rejecting the 
trade and immigration bene�ts which come with continental integration in 
favour of a more isolated and protectionist policy stance. The efforts of the UK 
government to ensure a smooth transition out of the EU will be an important 
determining factor for the economy over the long term, and a long period of 
negotiations is expected over the next two years or so. A recent judgement 
which requires the decision to trigger Article 50 to be put to parliament may 
further delay the ultimate Brexit, leaving much uncertainty to be resolved 
from this point on. Clearly then, the chapter on European populism is far 
from closed, and 2017 elections in Germany, France and the Netherlands may 
give us further evidence of a structural shift in local and global political ideas.

Across the Atlantic a very similar theme emerged in the run up to the US 
presidential election, which ultimately saw an emboldened Donald Trump 
emerge victorious in another blow to globalisation and international trade. 
These developments have the potential to impact the lives of virtually 
everyone, depending crucially on the scale and intensity of implementation by 
new leaders. 

As we have previously written, the politics of fear, hatred and exclusion 
should be dismissed by all who care about the sustainability and development 
of our global society. Indeed, many of the world’s most dynamic societies have 
bene�tted immensely from the import of ambitious and productive 
immigrants, while the cost of living has declined markedly since the era of 
globalisation began decades ago.

Nevertheless, while �nancial volatility may rise in the wake of new political 
uncertainties, it is important to remember that Oasis has taken every care to 
ensure that our clients’ savings are invested in a way which ensures high levels 
of global portfolio diversi�cation, providing superior downside protection and 
great potential for long term real wealth creation. 

Over recent years we have frequently referred to the ageing of global populations, 
driven predominantly by longer life expectancies, and the impact that this may 
have on economic growth as well as �nancial market returns. In addition, as life 
expectancies rise across the world, your retirement savings will on average need 
to fund a longer retirement period. This is where any form of additional 
investment is of extreme importance, since  insuf�cient retirement savings would 
result in an unfortunate outcome. 

While collective investment schemes could be used to supplement retirement 
savings they can also be used to pay for various unexpected expenses should the 
need arise. With the signi�cant increase in life expectancy, the probability of 
encountering such an event would unfortunately increase, which further 
motivates for the need for a supplementary investment plan during retirement. 

We encourage our readers to contact Oasis on 0808 238 7543 in order to better 
understand the optimal way to approach long-term savings in a low growth, long 
life-expectancy world.

During the festive season, it is important to enjoy your time with family and 
friends. However, it is also extremely rewarding to take some time out to help 
those who are less fortunate. In keeping with the spirit of the season, Oasis treated 
the residents of an old age home in South Africa to an enjoyable end of year 
celebration that was shared by all. In addition, we also treated the residents of an 
orphanage to the global production of Annie.

With 2017 now underway, let us continue to draw upon lessons learned, many of 
which have been valuable, as we make our way through the year.  
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